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Fall Blessings to All!





St. Valentine School


PTG Newsletter





PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE





Dear School Families,





Truly St Val’s is the Heart and Spirit of Bethel Park!  Even autumn’s drastic approach (brrrr!) hasn’t slowed down the parents, teachers and students of St Val’s School. There are so many great things going on, it’s hard to keep track of them all.  Let me just highlight a few:





The first So Very Special student of the month will be announced at Thursday’s meeting.  We had a hard time choosing a winner--thank you for everyone who took the time and nominated someone.  Nominations for October are now open (� HYPERLINK "http://www.stvals.org" ��http://www.stvals.org�). Students, teachers, parents, family members and parishioners are encouraged to participate.


We don’t have all of the numbers in yet, but it looks like our fall fundraiser has surpassed our goal and will even come close to the numbers that we did last year.  Thank you for the amazing support!


My favorite school fundraiser of the year, the annual Night at the Races, is going to be the best ever as we honor the late Kevin “That’s a gooood dawg” O’Brien who passed away this June.  Carol Erzen always does a great job running this event and tries to make sure that all the volunteers can enjoy the event, as well.


Computer Lab Donations:  We’ve upgraded the chairs in the main computer lab, thanks to a donation from Pitt and another anonymous donor. And we’ve received 15  PC’s from Highmark, thanks to the good efforts of Annmarie Schiller.  The technology working group consists of parents like Bill Hirsh, Mark Matty and myself, as well as alumni parents (Mark Haywiser, Chris Pohl) and parishioners like Chris Schmidt and my sister Melanie. If you would like to donate time or equipment, please send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:tech@stvalschool.org" ��tech@stvalschool.org� 


Praying twice:  In a little over a year here at St Val’s, music minister David Leo has increased participation in the parish music ministry by at least tenfold.  St Val School kids are front and center, with Samantha Herrington and David Erzen serving as cantors at Sunday masses, and with strong participation in the bell choirs and youth choir.  I would encourage any parent or family member who happens to be off on Wednesday morning to attend a school liturgy to see and hear your children putting their faith on display for the world to see.


Community Days R Us—for the first time ever, St Vals had a booth at the South Park Community Day and it got a great response. Thanks to our parent-, teacher-, alumni- and student-face painters!


Have you seen the St Vals yard signs along the highways and bi-ways of Bethel?  We are aggressively promoting our school and have lot’s more in store—if you’d like to be part of this effort, contact Nicole McCartan or myself.  .


We had a huge turn out for our Family Bingo.  Thanks to the many hands who made for light work!  


Speaking of Bingo, St Vals regular Tuesday night bingo is now smoke free.  Tell all of your friends about it, it’s the friendliest bingo in town—and a school fund raiser!





This is just a small sampling of the wonderful things that are going on in our school.  It’s only your time, effort and love, and God’s grace, that make it all possible. Thank you for everything you do for our children.





May God bless our Children; May God bless our Teachers; and May God Bless our School!





Pat Connell
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Special thanks to all parents and families who have helped at Tuesday night bingo by grade level!  The process is working out well and is very much appreciated.  September was one of the best months that bingo has had in over a year!
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PTG newsletters, minutes, and committee information


 available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.stvals.org" �www.stvals.org� – Check it out!





available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.stvals.org" �www.stvals.org� 











Our Scholastic Book Fair will be held the week of October 20th.  Gift Certificates are now available for purchase to use at the Fair. They make a great gift for your children and teachers too!   There will be a family night Monday beginning at 6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. and on Thursday, October 23rd, Storytime and Trick-or-Treat with Clifford the Dog.  Doors open at 6:00 p.m. with story-time beginning at 7:00 p.m.  So don’t delay and order some today.  You can find the order form in this month’s Brown Envelope.  For questions, please call Cindy McKitrick at 412/835-6781 or Melissa Bostaph  at 412/835-6794.














SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR!
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November 10, 2008 - Family bowling at Princess Lanes 


Time - 12:00 pm -5:00 pm


$3 per game/w shoes �November 29, 2008 - Ice Skating at Blade Runners 


Time - TBA          


Stay tuned for more info!
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Date: November 22, 2008  	Time: 6 pm	Place: Frawley Hall





For 15 years, Saint Valentine School has been host to an annual Night at the Races.  The success of this event has been in large part to our “Caller Extraordinaire” Kevin O’Brien husband of Joy Hartman, parishioner, alumni parent and basketball coach.





It is with heavy hearts that we mourn the passing of Kevin.  It is with great pleasure that we dedicate the Saint Valentine Night at the Races event in Kevin O'Brien's honor and memory.  





Volunteers are still needed! Please call Carol at 412-368-1679



































Next PTG meeting: Thursday, October 9th at 7 pm





Are you getting St Val’s emails?








St Val’s maintains email lists for the School parents, Pre-school parents and for Parish members for sending out announcements concerning upcoming events and parish/school related news.    





Are you getting these emails? If not, please send your email address to � HYPERLINK "mailto:tech@stvalschool.org" ��tech@stvalschool.org� and just indicate which list you would like to join. Please also let us know if your address changes or you would like to be removed from a list.  If you have any questions, please contact Pat Connell at 412-343-0300 or at � HYPERLINK "mailto:connellp@upmc.edu" ��connellp@upmc.edu� .
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