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St. Valentine School Celebrates its Feast Day 

Ever wonder how exactly St. Valentine School celebrates St. Valentine’s Day?

Although it varies from year to year, every year includes special events to highlight that St. Valentine’s Day is certainly an extra-special day at St. Valentine School. This year, the special events begin with an all-school celebration of Mass in honor of the school’s patron saint. Following, the students will enjoy playing Bingo and, later, participating in the St. Valentine School Science Fair. Before going home, the students will have the opportunity to exchange Valentine’s with teachers and classmates.

###

For more information or to arrange to take a photograph, please contact Diane Dickson, principal, at (412) 835-3780.
###

A Brief Overview of the Story Behind St. Valentine

The story of Valentine’s Day began in the third century with a young priest named Valentine, who lived in Rome. The Roman Emperor Claudius ordered all Romans to worship 12 gods, but Valentine was dedicated to the ideals of Christianity. Not even the threat of death could keep him from practicing his beliefs.


One story has it that Valentine secretly left food and clothing for poor families in his village with a note saying, “From Your Valentine.” He didn’t want to embarrass people by giving them what they needed in the public eye. His generosity was discovered and even after his death people remembered his good deeds by sharing with the needy on Valentine’s feast day of February 14.

Another tale concerns young couples who wanted to get married. The Emperor Claudius issued an edict that it was forbidden to get married in the Catholic Church. Valentine married them in the Church anyway because he believed that young couples needed grace and the love of God to sustain their love in marriage. He was put in prison for this disobedience.

While in prison, Valentine missed his loved ones. He sent them daily messages with the help of a dove that occasionally sat on his cell window. The message said, “Remember your Valentine.”

Valentine was frequently visited by the jailer’s young daughter, Julia, who was blind since birth. Valentine talked to her often about God’s love. One day, while they were sitting together praying, there flashed a bright light in the prison cell. Suddenly, Julia said, “Valentine, I can see! I can see!” On the night before he died, St. Valentine wrote his young friend a farewell note signed, “Love, Your Valentine.”

While there are many other stories about St. Valentine, it is clear that he was a loving, caring person. How fitting that his feast day has become a day when people express their love for one another around the world.

